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Climbing Our Way to Housing

ǒHomelessness and the lack of affordable housing                            

impacts all California Counties

ǒAll counties need to have an understanding of these                     

impacts and the opportunities to obtain funding to                       

address them

ǒA sustainable solution requires a multi -disciplinary                              

team that can effectively braid different fibers of                            

funding together

ǒThe Health Officer can serve as a convener,                                    

coordinator, and data maven, and can provide a                                   

bully pulpit to advocate for the Social Determinants of Health



Mariposa County Overview 

Population: 17,569 (2018)

Demographics:

Є Aging population - 30% over 

the age of 60 in County

Є 21% of Mariposans report a 

disability of some sort

Є As compared to the state:
ƺ Higher unemployment

ƺ Lower household income

ƺ Higher proportion of the 

population living below poverty 



Housing and Homelessness 

More than a third of Mariposans do not have affordable housing.

Homelessness - 2019 Point in Time Count Data

Є 86 literally homeless
Є 18% under age 17; 14% over age 60
Є 15% report having a mental illness
Є 15% report having a disability other than mental illness
Є 3% report a substance use disorder
Є 22% report being chronically homeless

Homeless Rates 

Є Los Angeles with 0.57% homeless

Є Mariposa with 0.47% homeless
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The Detwiler Fire, like many 

catastrophic fires in rural and 

suburban areas, created a group 

that was homeless in minutes.

ǒ Less than half had insurance

ǒ After two years many remain 

homeless

ǒOthers live on their property in 

substandard housing

ǒ Exacerbated an existing 

shortage 



Mariposa County 
Homeless/Housing Strategies  

2015 Homeless Strategic Plan / 2017 Update

Є Build a Community Framework to Address Homelessness:

ƺ The community acknowledged the way to address 
homelessness was by creating more affordable housing -
addressed in another plan - Housing Implementation Plan

Є Enhance Engagement and Assistance:  Engage, Prevent, Divert, 

Support

Є Build Continuum of Supports:  Emergency Shelter, Transitional, 

Rapid-Rehousing, and Permanent Supportive Housing

Є Leverage Resources:  Medi-Cal and other funding opportunities



Mariposa County 
Homeless/Housing Strategies  

2019 Progress to Date

Є Build a Community Framework to Address Homelessness 

ƺ Continuum of Care (Central Sierra CoC)

ƺ Community Engagement and Buy In

ƺ Landlord Engagement and Incentives

ƺ Coordinated Entry System

Є Engage Homeless to Address Immediate Needs 

ƺ Drop-In Center (Point of Entry)

ƺ Case Management and Diversion

ƺ Housing Navigation and Supports

ƺ Linkages to Mental Health Care, SUD Treatment, 

Physical/Preventative Health Care, General Assistance/Benefits

ƺ Early engagement when leaving prisons, jail, and institutional 

settings



Mariposa County 
Homeless/Housing Strategies  

More 2019 Progress to Date:

Є Establish Continuum of Housing Supports 

ƺ Prevention

ƺ Transitional Housing

ƺ Rapid Re-Housing

ƺ Permanent Supportive Housing

ƺ Capital Investments

Є Leverage Medi-Cal for Supportive Services 

ƺ Whole Person Care

ƺ Behavioral Health Medi-Cal Billing for Case Management 

Services



Emergency Shelter Solutions

Є Develop Emergency Housing 

Supports 
ƺ Tent Solution

ƺ Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) Application 

ƺ Scattered Site Model 
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ƺ CalWORKsEmergency Housing 

Assistance Program



Braided Efforts Require Braided Funding

ЄOut of disaster came unity

ƺ From our fire experiences, we realized that as a county we could 

not exist in our silos of excellence

Є In our homeless crisis

ƺ We were able to pull the same multidisciplinary team together to 

address urgent issues

Є But it needed funding to bring it to fruition

ƺ What was out there in the world, how would we get it?



Funding Opportunities 



Challenges and Barriers to Funding 
Homeless Programs

ЄWhose role it is anyway?  

ЄFraming and evaluating 

ЄInter-disciplinary issues and concerns

ЄLack of community and administrative capacity  



Braiding Funding



Homeless/Housing Funding Opportunities

Direct Homeless Supports

ǒ HUD Continuum of Care Funding (through CoC)

ǒ Emergency Solutions Grant (through CoC)

ǒ Homeless Emergency Aid Program (through CoC)

ǒ California Emergency Solutions and Housing Program  (SB2)

ǒ County General Fund/General Assistance (Local Decisions)

ǒ Foundations, Fundraising and Donors (Local Decisions - Non-profits)

Other Subsidies/Assistance

ǒ HUD Housing Choice Vouchers (Previously Section 8 - through 

Housing Authority)

ǒ HUD VASH Vouchers (through Housing Authority)



Homeless/Housing Funding Opportunities

Families

ǒ CalWORKsHousing Support Program/Mobile Home Program

ǒ CalWORKsEmergency Assistance 

Child Welfare

ǒ AB12/THP+ Housing Supports (CDSS)

ǒ Bringing Families Home (CDSS)

Elderly/Dependent Adults

ǒ Housing and Disability Advocacy Program (CDSS)

ǒ HomeSafe (CDSS)



Homeless/Housing Funding Opportunities
Mentally Ill

ǒ SAMHSA - PATH Grant (Federal Funds to BH)

ǒ Homeless Mentally Ill Outreach and Treatment (State Funds to BH)

ǒ Mental Health Services Act (Local Decisions)

ǒ Behavioral Health Realignment (Local Decisions)

ǒ Medi-Cal Billing (Intensive/Supportive Case Management)

ǒ No Place Like Home (Competitive and Non-Competitive Applications 

for Development)

Criminal Justice 

ǒ AB109 (Local Decision)

ǒ Proposition 47 - Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC)

Whole Person Care (Medicaid 1115 Waiver - Expires 2020)

ǒ Housing Services and Supports



Homeless & Housing Funding 
Opportunities

to Look For in 2019/2020
ǒ Funding to Local Governments for emergency shelters, navigation 

centers and supportive housing

ǒ General Purpose funds for local governments who make progress 

towards shelter solutions development

ǒ Whole Person Care Housing Supports

ǒ Expansion of Housing and Disability Advocacy Programs for 

disabled/dependent adults 

ǒ Possible additional HEAP or CESH Funding



Role of County Health Officer

ǒ Homelessness and Housing is typically not seen through the lens of 

health or health equity
ƺ Generating housing -- planning and development services

ƺ Housing the homeless -- social services

ǒ The Health Officer can add the health equity braid to the rope
ƺ Use health outcomes data to make the case for housing

ƺ Address Social Determinants of Health, get upstream

ƺ Be able to discuss the Return on Investment of Housing

ǒ Be active in the grant process and provide data to support

ǒ Be engaged in the CoC

ǒ Public/Environmental Health authorities 
ƺ Expediting permitting process for the housing solutions

ƺ Working with other development services


