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E EPA officers sickened by fumes at South L.A. oil field

At a town hall meeting for residents of a South Los Angeles neighborhood who say fumes from an oil field are making By LOUIS SAHAGUN

them sick, Thomas Florio suggests that air-quality samples should be taken inside local apartments. The meeting
was moderated by South Coast Air Quality Management District officials and held at Mount St. Mary's College. NOV. 8, 2013 7:04 PM

(Francine Orr / Los Angeles Times)
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CCST

CALIFORNIA COUNCIL ON
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

CCST: Potential Impacts of Well Stimulation
on Human Health in California - Chapter Six




6.8.1. Community Health Mitigation Practices
6.8.1.1. Setbacks

Exposures to environmental pollution and physical hazards such as light and noise falls off with
distance from the source. The literature on oil and gas production suggests that the closer a
population is to active oil and gas development, the more elevated the exposure, primarily
to air pollutants but also to water pollutants, if a community relies on local aquifers for their
drinking water, and zonal isolation of gases and fluids from aquifers is not achieved (see Section
6.4.1 above). While some California counties and municipalities have minimum surface
setback requirements between oil and gas development and residences, schools, and
other sensitive receptors, there are no such regulations at the state level. Further, the
scientific literature is clear that certain sensitive and vulnerable populations (e.g., children,
asthmatics, those with pre-existing cardiovascular or respiratory conditions, and
populations already disproportionately exposed to elevated air pollution) are more
susceptible to health effects from exposures to environmental pollutants known to be
associated with oil and gas development (e.g., benzene) than others. The determination of
sufficient setback distances should consider these sensitive populations.




Setback requirements have been instituted in some locales to decrease exposures to air
pollutants, especially to VOCs that are known to be health damaging (e.g., benzene). The
Dallas-Fort Worth area recently instituted a 460 meters (1,500 foot) minimum setback
requirement between oil and gas wells and residences, schools, and other sensitive
receptors. In summary, the scientific literature supports the recommendation for setbacks
(City of Dallas, 2015). The distance of a setback would depend on factors such as the
presence of sensitive receptors, such as schools, daycare centers, and residential elderly
care facilities. The need for setbacks applies to all oil and gas wells, not just those that are
stimulated.

An Independent Scientific Assessment of Well Stimulation in California, 2015 by the California
Council on Science and Technology https://ccst.us/publications/2015/2015SB4-v2ES.pdf. Page
431 - Volume 2 - 6.8.1.1. Setbacks)
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Comparison of chemical -use between

hydraulic fracturing, acidizing, and routine
oil and gas development.

80% overlap in the chemicals used, and quantities of
‘ chemicals used between fracking (well stimulation) and

Aconventional drilling met hod

Common uses of Hydrofluoric A
prepping wellso as well as nr




THE TOP 12 AIR TOXICS USED FOR
NEIGHBORHOOD OIL DRILLING IN LOS ANGELES







